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Unit Title 
Artsakh War 

 
Lesson Title 
Loss of Cultural Sites  
 
Learning Objectives 
In this lesson, students will learn about and analyze… 

● The importance of cultural heritage sites 
● Reflect on the consequence of losing cultural heritage sites  
● Critically think about the concept ‘erasing history’ 
● Reflect on the impact this could have on Armenians in the diaspora and 

those who were forced to leave their homes 
 
Background Information 
Cultural Heritage Sites are a vital component for all cultures around the world for 
a variety of reasons. These sites, whether they are monuments or monasteries, 
provide an important connection to the history of a nation, peoples’ identity and 
their national pride. Communities are built around these sites and only grow 
stronger.  
 
What happens when these sites are destroyed and all evidence of the people who 
were there before becomes erased? For Armenians living in Artsakh, this is the 
reality of what has taken place. Cultural sites have been damaged and defaced, 
while the existence of Armenians ever being in the region is slowly disappearing.  
 
Naturally, this negatively affects the Armenian communities around the globe, 
causing trauma for many, and jeopardizing the preservation of culture for future 
generations.  
 
 Resources 

• Persecution.org article - Ghazanchetsots Cathedral in Shushi Defaced - International 

Christian Concern (persecution.org) 
• Video - Falsification of Armenian History - AZERBAIJANI FALSIFICATION OF HISTORY 

- YouTube 

https://www.persecution.org/2021/05/20/ghazanchetsots-cathedral-shushi-defaced/
https://www.persecution.org/2021/05/20/ghazanchetsots-cathedral-shushi-defaced/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wcjf55sakQg&t=132s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wcjf55sakQg&t=132s
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• Video – Destruction of Armenian cultural heritage Destruction of Armenian 

cultural heritage in Turkey - YouTube 
 
Materials 

● Retell, Reflect, Relate – Note taking graphic organizer  
● Reflection Assignment; photo analysis and consequence it could have on 

cultural preservation in the area  
 

Assessment Strategies 
● Observation 
● Question and Answer 
● Group Discussion  
● Individual Assignment  

 
Activity  

● In small groups, read, review and discuss the article provided and complete 
the note taking chart  

● Allow each group an opportunity to present findings to the class  
● Allow opportunities for small group and large group discussions throughout 

 
Discussion Questions 

● Why are cultural heritage sites important? 
● What are examples of cultural heritage sites that you have seen, know 

about or visited? 
● What are the consequences of losing cultural heritage sites? 
● Can culture be preserved if the sites have been destroyed? 
● Critically think about the concept ‘erasing history’; could the loss of a 

cultural heritage site lead to this? 
 
Assignment  
Erasing History– Reflection Assignment  

● For this reflection assignment, students are to analyze the photo captured 
by Emile Ghessen, Film Maker. In this photo, a priest is seen leaving his 
Monastery after one final mass, before handing the cultural site over to 
Azerbaijan.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PdJhTgT0xqw&t=40s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PdJhTgT0xqw&t=40s
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● During their analysis, students are to consider important aspects such as 
losing cultural heritage sites and its impact on the Armenian people.  

 
Guided Questions 
● Consider other churches and monasteries that have already been destroyed 

and defaced; could this lead to erasing history of Armenians ever living in 
their ancestral lands?  

● How do you think this affects Armenians who were forcefully displaced 
from the region and their homes? 

● How do you think this could affect Armenians in the diaspora? 
● How do you think this could affect future generations of Armenians? 
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Retell, Relate & Reflect 

Retell 

the details 
 
 

The article is about… 

I found it interesting when… 

I noticed that… 

 

 

Relate 

analysis 
 
 

It sounds like… 

This reminds me of… 

This is different from… 

 

 

Reflect 

opinion & understanding 
 
 

I think that… 

I wonder why… 

I understand that… 
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Erasing History 

 
Reflection Assignment  

● In the photo below, a priest is seen leaving a Monastery in Artsakh after 
one final mass before handing the cultural site to Azerbaijan.  

● Consider important aspects such as losing cultural heritage sites and its 
impact on the Armenian people.  

● Consider other churches and monasteries have already been destroyed and 
defaced, could this lead to erasing history of Armenians ever living in their 
ancestral lands of Artsakh?  

● How do you think this affects those Armenians who were forcefully 
displaced from the region and their homes? 

● How do you think this could affect diaspora Armenians? 
● How do you think this could affect future generations of Armenians? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo By: Emile Ghessen, Film Maker, via Instagram 


