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Unit Title 
Artsakh War  
 
Lesson Title 
Dehumanization of Armenians 
 
Learning Objectives 
In this lesson, students will study… 

● Gregory Stanton’s 10 Stages of Genocide  

● Critical analysis of the fourth stage, dehumanization 
● Identify various ways in which Armenians have been and are continuing to be 

dehumanized 
● Analyze and discuss the affects of dehumanization on a local and global level 

 
Background Information 
Gregory Stanton’s 10 Stages of Genocide provides a description as to how the situation 
unfolds in 10 simultaneous stages. Stages that are not only predictable, but 
preventable. This lesson concentrates on the 4th stage, dehumanization.  
 
Dehumanization occurs when a perpetrator denies the humanity of a group of people, 
resulting in defamatory speech and hate propaganda on a greater scale, ultimately 
vilifying the group at large.  
 
Armenians have fallen victim to acts of dehumanization for generations. The Artsakh 
war of 2020 resulted in shameful acts by Azerbaijan in not only informing their public to 
dehumanize and vilify Armenians, but built monuments and sites as a form of mockery.  
 
 Resources 

● Gregory Stanton’s 10 Stages of Genocide - Genocide Watch- Ten Stages of 

Genocide 

● What is Armenophobia? Armenophobia ENG - YouTube 
● BBC Article In pictures: Azerbaijan's controversial war park - BBC News 

 
Materials 

● Retell, Relate, Reflect – Note Taking Graphic Organizer  
● Discussion Questions 

 

Assessment Strategies 
● Observation 
● Question and Answer 
● Group Discussion  
● Individual Assignment  

https://www.genocidewatch.com/tenstages
https://www.genocidewatch.com/tenstages
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sd4ZOeVpFLA
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-56885719
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Activity  

● As a whole group, read, review and discuss the Video and article.  
● Option: small group activity. Assign 1 news article and video to each small group. 

In their groups, students are to read, reflect and discuss the contents of the 
article or video while completing the Retell, Relate, Reflect handout. Students will 
then present their notes to the class, discussing one another’s’ findings.  

● Allow opportunities for small group and large group discussions throughout 
 
Small Group Assignment  

● In small groups, have students discuss and answer each of the discussion 
questions.  

● Allow for meaningful conversations that are relatable to ongoing concerns of 
dehumanization presently, whether on a local or global level.  

 
Discussion Questions 

• What is the definition of ‘dehumanization’? 

• Provide examples of dehumanization from our history and present day.  

• Why do people use dehumanization?  

• What are the consequences of dehumanizing a group? 

• Have you or someone you know been a victim to dehumanization? 

• How can we combat dehumanization? 

• Why is it important to combat dehumanization? 
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Retell, Relate & Reflect 

Retell 

the details 
 
 

The content is about… 

I found it interesting when… 

I noticed that… 

 

 

Relate 

analysis 
 
 

It sounds like… 

This reminds me of… 

This is different from… 

 

 

Reflect 

opinion & understanding 
 
 

I think that… 

I wonder why… 

I understand that… 

 

 

 


