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Unit Title 
Artsakh War  
 
Lesson Title 
Preserving Our Identity  
 
Learning Objectives 
In this lesson, students will study… 

• Analyzing the effects of war on ones own cultural identity 

• Reflect on how one preserves their cultural identity after being 
displaced from their homeland  

 
Background Information 
Our cultural identity is a critical component of our personal identity. Our 
cultural attributes are what define us as individuals.  
 
The Armenian Genocide of 1915 displaced millions of Armenians from their 
homes. Armenians living in the Diaspora are the most direct effect of the 
genocide. There are approximately 10 million Armenians in the world, but 
only an estimated 3 million actually live in Armenia.  
 
During the Artsakh War of 2020, more than 120,000 Armenians were 
forced to leave their homes and belongings behind, again, risking the loss 
of their cultural identity and roots.  
 
Resources 

● Article; Finding Identity for Armenian Genocide Survivors Is Still a 

Struggle | Opinion – HyeTert 

● Excerpt from the Armenian Genocide Museum; Genocide Museum | 
The Armenian Genocide Museum-institute (genocide-museum.am) 
 

 

Materials 
● Retell, Reflect, Relate – Note Taking Chart  
● Research Assignment; Preserving Culture and Identity 
● Discussion Questions  

 

https://hyetert.org/2021/04/21/finding-identity-for-armenian-genocide-survivors-is-still-a-struggle-opinion/
https://hyetert.org/2021/04/21/finding-identity-for-armenian-genocide-survivors-is-still-a-struggle-opinion/
http://www.genocide-museum.am/eng/04.04.2019-Haroutiun-Galentz.php
http://www.genocide-museum.am/eng/04.04.2019-Haroutiun-Galentz.php
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Assessment Strategies 
● Observation 
● Question and Answer 
● Group Discussion  
● Small Group Research Assignment  

 
Activity  

● Small Group Activity; Assign 1 reading to each small group. In their 
groups, students are to read, reflect and discuss the contents of the 
reading while completing the Retell, Relate, Reflect handout. 
Students will then present their notes to the class, discussing one 
another’s findings.  

● Allow opportunities for small group and large group discussions 
throughout 

● Connect readings and student notes to discussion questions  
 
Discussion Questions 

● What is culture?  
● What is cultural identity comprised of? 
● How would someone’s cultural identity be at risk? 
● What are some ways we can hold on to and preserve our culture? 
● What activities or events do you participate in that reflects your 

cultural identity? 
 
Assignment  
Preserving Cultural Identity While Living in a Diaspora 

● For this assignment, students are to research and identify aspects of 
Armenian cultural identity; food, music, art, clothing, language, 
fashion, beliefs, values, behaviours etc.  

● Reflect on the importance of preserving cultural identity 
● Present findings to the class  
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Retell, Relate & Reflect 

Retell 

the details 
 
 

The reading is about… 

I found it interesting when… 

I noticed that… 

 

 

Relate 

analysis 
 
 

It sounds like… 

This reminds me of… 

This is different from… 

 

 

Reflect 

opinion & understanding 
 
 

I think that… 

I wonder why… 

I understand that… 
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Preserving Cultural Identity While Living in a Diaspora 

 
Assignment 

• Research and identify aspects of Armenian cultural identity; food, 
music, art, clothing, language, fashion, beliefs, values, behaviours 
etc. 

● Reflect on and discuss the importance of preserving cultural 
identity, especially while living in a diaspora 

● Present findings to your class 
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